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Petersburg, VA Road Safety Assessment (RSA)
RSA Background Information
The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) and the 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
partnered to provide pedestrian-focused Road 
Safety Assessment (RSA) for Virginia communities. 
The corridor chosen for the RSA in Petersburg 
was Washington Street, from Lakemont Drive to 
South Street. This corridor ranked in the top 1% 
statewide for pedestrian crash risk factors in VDOT’s 
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP), which is based 
on a combination of 2014-2018 pedestrian-involved 
crashes, roadway characteristics, sociodemographic 
information, and corridor proximity to pedestrian 
generators. 

The interagency collaboration between VDOT and 
VDH created the Walkability Action Institute (VWAI) 
and Prioritizing Active Transportation, Health, and 
Safety in Virginia (PATHS), two efforts that seek 
to improve pedestrian safety and walkability in 
the commonwealth. An initial review of roadways 
with pedestrian safety issues identified numerous 
corridors for pedestrian RSAs. Both VDOT and VDH 
are prepared to support participating Virginia 
communities through a structured and facilitated 
review of a roadway corridor within their community 
to improve pedestrian and community safety.

What is an RSA? 
A pedestrian RSA is a multidisciplinary review of a 
roadway that focuses on safety, health equity, and 
walkability to identify needs and projects that can 
improve walkability and safety for people of all 
abilities, ages, and backgrounds. The RSA process 
involves gathering data prior to the RSA, a day-long 
meeting with the RSA team, walking the corridor and 
collecting observations, and analyzing the findings to 
create an action plan of recommendations.

PATHS is part of the cooperative partnership between the Virginia Department of 
Transportation and Virginia Department of Health that grew out of a grant to develop  

a State engagement model for active communities.

Figure 1. Members of the RSA Team analyzing an 
intersection for pedestrian accessibility,

Team Members
The multidisciplinary team organized for the 
Petersburg RSA included representatives from the 
following organizations: Petersburg Healthy Options 
Partnership, Tri-Cities Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, Virginia Tech, Petersburg Area Transit, 
Crater Health District of the Virginia Department of 
Health, Gathering at Washington Street, Virginia State 
University Student, and Petersburg Public Works. 

mailto:fancie%40vt.edu?subject=PATHS%20Petersburg%20RSA%20Short%20Story
mailto:Lmh217%40vt.edu?subject=PATHS%20Petersburg%20RSA%20Short%20Story


Prior Concerns on the Corridor
Along Washington Street, there is a lack of sidewalks 
and crosswalks throughout many areas of the corridor. 
This corridor extends through downtown Petersburg 
and a major interstate interchange. High speeds and 
excess, underutilized roadway exist on this corridor. 
The corridor also includes numerous community 
assets, including community centers, libraries, and 
low-income housing. Additionally, Washington Street 
experiences higher pedestrian activity at the ends of 
the RSA boundaries and has a relatively high ridership 
compared to other Petersburg Transit system corridors. 
The Petersburg Transit system connects the City to 
Colonial Heights and Hopewell.

Recommendations Provided
From the RSA observations, the project team 
provided recommendations for consideration and 
implementation. The recommendations included 
sidewalk maintenance and improvements (i.e. 
expanding sidewalk width, adding new sidewalks, 
improving existing sidewalks), significant interchange 
improvements, relocation of transit stops (nearer 
to controlled crossings), and a lane reduction. 
Recommendations were also given to improve lighting, 
add additional enhanced crossings to include midblock 
crossings, Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons, and additional 
traffic signals. Recommended signal modifications 
also included Leading Pedestrian Intervals, pedestrian 
recall, and updates to pedestrian signal timing. Lastly, 
a recommendation was made to conduct a speed study 
to identify speed management strategies.

Resources
1.  PATHS  Priortizing Active Transportation, Health, and Safety

2.  VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  Local Communities

3.  SMART SCALE

4.  VDOT Virginia Highway Safety Improvement Program (VHSIP)

5. PEDESTRIAN SAFETY ACTION PLAN

Figure 2. Example showing areas lacking sidewalk 
infrastructure along the corridor.

Figure 3.  Pedestrian crossing outside  
of a marked crosswalk.

https://virginiapaths.org/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/healthy-communities/local-communities/
https://smartscale.org/
https://www.virginiadot.org/business/ted_app_pro.asp
https://vdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=02a155fedefa4e71bdb8c0cf524b636f

